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Editoria l

Ast r id Gynnild

I  am  delighted to int roduce t he first  issue of the Grounded Theory Review as an open access 
journal. This m eans that from  now on, all academ ic art icles provided by the journal are 
freely accessible online, including the archives. As an int erdisciplinary, peer reviewed 
m ethodological journal, the Grounded Theory Review serves a broad academ ic com m unity 
across cont inents. We are com m it ted to the worldwide dissem inat ion and advancem ent  of 
classic grounded theory m ethodology, and sim ilar to an increasing num ber of academ ic 
journals, we support  a free exchange of scholar ly knowledge, independent  of access to 
scholar ly funding or library facilit ies. 

We are convinced that  the switch to open access will benefit  not  only readers but  also 
the authors,  who will  see their  art icles m ore widely read and cited.  That  being said, it  is 
im portant  to em phasize that  open access only concerns audience’ access to scholar ly 
knowledge. As a peer reviewed journal we adhere to the highest  standards of scholar ly 
publishing and will constant ly work on quality im provem ent . As such we will st r ive for a 
prom pt turnaround on reviews;  returning reviews to authors as quickly as is consistent  with 
a thorough evaluat ion of their  work.

As the new editor of the Review, I  am  grateful to the form er editor- in- chief, Judith 
Holton and the dedicat ion she has shown over the last  eight  years. Judith has developed the 
journal to a high scholar ly level, not  the least  through system at ic quality im provem ent  of the 
peer review process. 

I  also wish to thank Cheri Fernandez, who has served as an assistant  editor of the 
journal since 2010 and who is the guest  editor of the them ed sect ion of this issue. On 
assum ing m y role as editor, I  was delighted to learn of her well developed plans for an issue 
on const ruct ivist  grounded theory. I  am  also grateful to Carol Roderick for her cont inued and 
valued cont r ibut ions as copy editor. Thanks to Scot  Hacker, Helen Scot t , and Shim rit
Berm an, who all did great  work wit h the new journal web site. 

This issue starts with a general sect ion, which deals with two topics that  are of 
concern to all researchers who plan to use grounded theory. I  am happy to publish the first  
chapter in Barney G. Glaser’s com ing book Stop, Write!  Writ ing Grounded Theory ,  in which 
dr. Glaser discusses writ ing blocks and how we can develop our sensit iv it y for the readiness 
m om ent  for writ ing. The second art icle, writ ten by Lorraine Andrews et  al.,  discusses how 
grounded theory can be used t o analyze secondary data. I n the them ed sect ion, guest  editor 
Cheri Fernandez has collected four art icles that  deal with the differences between classic 
grounded theory and const ruct ivist  grounded theory. The collect ion includes an int roduct ion 
to const ruct ivism  writ ten by Tom  Andrews, an exem plar of const ruct ivist  grounded theory  
writ ten by Dori Barnet t ; a com m entary to Barnet t ’s art icle by Tom  Andrews and Cheri 
Fernandez; and a reprint  of Barney G. Glaser’s art icle from  2002, Const ruct ivist  Grounded 
Theory? Jenna P. Breckenridge et  al. close this sect ion with “Choosing a Methodological 
Path:  Reflect ions on the Const ruct ivist  Turn.”  

For the com ing issues of the Grounded Theory Review, we are int erested in grounded 
theories and m ethodological papers as well as papers on teaching and learning grounded 
theory, and shorter conceptual discussions (see subm issions) .


